30	thf assassin's shadow ues across japan
faction of having conic to this particular post after twenty-eight years
in the Foreign Service is deeper than I am able to express.
I wish I could find words to tell you of my full appreciation of your
welcome. It gives me great courage in undertaking this important
mission. I particularly appreciate the presence of His Excellency
Prince Tokugawa and the other high officials of the Government
who have courteously and hospitably honoured this occasion with
their presence. May I also express to you thanks on behalf of my
wife and daughter for the welcome you have extended to us ? Japan
has a wonderful reputation for generous and kind-hearted hospitality
of which we have seen abundant proof during our first few days
here. Sometimes our language—indeed, all spoken languages—
seems thin and superficial. We have to depend, in such cases, on
a sort of X-ray language which vibrates underneath the spoken words
and is often more effective than anything we can say. Your welcome
justifies my hope that as we come to know each other better, this
other inaudible language, which perhaps extends less from mind to
mind than from heart to heart, will prove to be an effective interpreter
supplementing the often inadequate written or spoken word, whether
in your tongue or mine.
Now let us look at the situation. It would be foolish to assert that
no important problems beset us. We must recognize that they exist
and do our best to solve them. Many of the complicated inter-
national problems with which we are faced to-day are urgently in
need of settlement during the next few months. The outlook might
be discouraging if it were not for the hundreds of men in Japan, in
America, and in all countries who arc devoting their full time and
eneigy to solving the world's difficulties. Gradually men are learning
to co-operate with each other, to talk matters over, to discuss things
openly and frankly at conferences, and to share their wisdom and
knowledge with each other for the good of all. I am convinced that
in this direction lies eventual success. I cannot go into any of those
problems in detail to-night; it would be presumptuous to do so
before even taking root in your soil. But let me assure you of the
deep and universal interest in Japan throughout the United States.
Let me assure you that few if any problems to-day concern the people
of the United States as a whole more deeply than the problems of the
Far East.
This interest is not limited to Washington or New York or California.
It is universal. After talking \vith the President and the Secretary*
of State, and with my good friends Mr. Forbes and Mr. Castle and
many others, I travelled across the entire continent, and everywhere^
with everyone I felt a keen desire to understand Japan, her thoughts,
her aims, her underlying motives. I believe that the people of Japan
have an equally keen interest in really knowing the United States,
and in really understanding her thoughts and aims and motives.
My principal r61e hesne, as I conceive it, is going to be that of inter-
preter, and I shall hope to be able to interpret each country to the

